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EXAMINATION RECORD—Cased Object 
 

Artist: Unknown CNS No.: 0508:12:43 

Title/subject: [portrait of an 

unidentified man] 

GEH No.:  77:243:12 

  Object Date: Ca. 1850 

Owner: GEH  photo archives Dimensions: 15.1 x 11.9 x 2.0 
cm 

Medium/Process: Cased ½ plate 

Daguerreotype 

  

Support: _x_silver/copper plate ___glass  ___iron  ___other: 

Housing:  _x_cased, type:  “Boston” 

Examiner: Katharine Whitman 

Exam Date: 12 Sep. 2005 

Authorization for treatment:  

Date:  

 
PHOTODOCUMENTATION 

1.   BT_N0001   Case recto, normal, overall illumination 
2.  BT_N0002  Case verso, normal, overall illumination 
3.  BT_R0001 Case recto, raking illumination. 
4.  BT_R0002 Case verso, raking illumination. 
5.  BT_N0003   Case foredge, normal, overall illumination 
6.  BT_N0004   Case spine, normal, overall illumination  

7.  BT_N0005   Case top edge, normal, overall illumination 
8.  BT_N0006   Case bottom edge, normal, overall illumination 
9.  BT_N0007   3-D image of case recto, normal overall 
illumination  
10.  BT_N0008   3-D image of case verso, normal overall 
illumination  
11.  BT_N0009   Case interior, with plate, normal, overall 
illumination 
12.  BT_N0010   Case interior, without plate, normal, overall 
illumination 
13.  BT_N0011  Plate recto, normal, overall illumination 
14.  BT_N0012  Plate verso, normal, overall illumination 

 
CONDITION 
 
Previous Treatment: 

George Eastman House 
International Museum of Photography and Film 

900 East Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14607 

tel: 585-271-3361  
fax: 585-271-4405 
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The image pack has been opened.  The original paper sealing tape is 

missing and the preserver is bent. 

 
Housing:  Leather covered wood. 
 

Case:  _x_wood case: ___broken  ___warped  ___loss  _x_other:  The TL, BL, and BR 
corners of the tray are separated. 

Covering: ___hinge broken  ___delaminated  _x_other:  Insect losses on the 
interior leather along the central hinge and along the 
outer fore-edge.  The leather is lifting along the BE and 
the lower half of the LE of the outer tray.  The leather 
along the BLE of the outer tray is abraded and all of the 
corners are worn.  “18” is written in gold ink in the TLC of 
the outer tray. 

The paper lining the interior is dirty and torn on the LE of 
the tray. 

Clasps: ___missing:                ___corroded  ____bent  _x_other:  Present but not 
catching. 

Textile 

_x_cushion: ___faded  ___brittle  ___broken  ___other:  Very good condition. 

_x_retainer: ___faded  ___brittle  ___broken  ___other:  Good condition. 

Preserver: _x_corroded ___bent ___broken  ___other:  The preserver is 
tarnished, particularly in the areas that wrap around the 

image package. 

Cover glass: ___broken  _x_deteriorated  ___other:  The cover glass is fairly 
thick and shows signs of needle-like crystals forming when 
viewed under the stereomicroscope with raking reflective 
illumination.  There is an accretion on the inner surface of 
the glass near the left eye of the sitter.  There is a white 
archives sticker affixed to the outer surface, in the BLC of 
the cover glass. 

Window mat: _x_corroded  ___bent  ___other:  The brass mat is tarnished 
with some corrosion in patchy areas overall.   
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Image Plate:  Verso is rather dirty with fingerprints.  More will be 

known of the condition once the plate has been removed from the 

current image pack. 
 

Surface soiling/accretions:  There are many needle-like crystal 
accretions from the deteriorated cover glass on the surface 
of the plate. (please see cover glass deterioration above, and 
plate tarnish below) 

Scratches:  There are long black scratches in the central area of 
the plate.  There are also some slightly deeper, more 
concentrated short scratches in the region of the left side 
of the subject’s mouth. 

Tarnish:  There is a yellow tarnish in the central area of the 

plate and the edges of tarnish can be seen near the brass mat.  
Some crystals from the deteriorating glass have dropped to 
the surface of the plate, causing nucleated haloing 
tarnishing.  A more in depth analysis can be done once the 
package is opened.   

Other:  There are patchy areas of white haze over the visible 
areas of the plate. 

 
 
PROPOSED TREATMENT 
 

Remove accretions: Accretions will be removed during the 

ammoniated water wash. 

Remove tarnish: Remove the yellowing with an ammonium water 

bath. 

Glass: ___ cleaned  _x_replaced 

Rebind: Create an image pack for the plate so that it can be 

replaced in the case. 

Repair case:  Repair the separated joints with hide glue and 
polyester tissue.  Re-affix the lifted leather with hide glue.   

Other:  Create new housing for the object through 

consultation with the archives. 
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LOCATION KEY: 
 

TL TC TR 
CL C CR 
BL BC BR 

     Note: Where precise locations are specified, the coordinates 
are given in inches from the closest support edge.  2½ B/ 1¾  L 
is a point located 2½ inches from the bottom and 1¾  inches 
from the left edge.  E = edge, C=center. 

 
 
Addendum to the examination report – 28 sep./’05 
 
The Image package containing was dismantled under the 
supervision of Mark Osterman.   
 
The plate measures:  13.8 x 10.7 cm and has rounded corners.  The 
edges are rounded slightly towards the verso of the plate.  

Additional observations are marked with a ** 
 

Window mat:  Under UVC illumination the recto of the mat fluoresces 

orange, with drip marks onto the verso, indicative of shellac.  The 

verso of the mat strongly glows yellow, indicative of cyanide (?).  The 

cyanide could have been left from the plating process.  The fact that 

the same fluorescence appears on the plate where it was in contact 

with the mat suggests that humidity and rubbing could have 

transferred the material to the plate. 
 
Image Plate:  Verso is rather dirty with fingerprints.   
 

Surface soiling/accretions:  There are many needle-like crystal 
accretions from the deteriorated cover glass on the surface 
of the plate. (please see cover glass deterioration above, and 
plate tarnish below) 
Scratches:  There are long black scratches in the central area of 
the plate.   

** There are scratches along the LE of the plate associated 
with past removals from the image pack. 
Tarnish:  There is a yellow tarnish in the central area of the 
plate and the edges of tarnish can be seen near the brass mat.  
Some crystals from the deteriorating glass have dropped to 
the surface of the plate, causing nucleated haloing 
tarnishing.  A more in depth analysis can be done once the 
package is opened.   
** There is tarnish around the perimeter of the plate.  The 
brass mat was changed at some point and the tarnish follows 
the design of the original mat.   There is also some lighter 
tarnish associated with the new mat. 
Exfoliation:  ** There is exfoliation along the LE of the plate, 
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probably mechanically caused in the removal process in the 

past. 

Losses:  ** There are losses along the LE associated with the 

above described exfoliation. 

Other:  There are patchy areas of white haze over the visible 
areas of the plate. 
There is discoloured touch-up paint in the central area of 
the plate, near the corner of the subject’s mouth.   
Under UV there is evidence of cyanide in the rubbed areas of 
the plate:  where the mat was in contact with the plate 
(please see mat condition above). 

 
It is suggested that the preserver and mat be surface cleaned with 

ammoniated water to reduce the tarnish.  The washing of the 
plate will be altered in consideration for the exfoliation along 
the LE: the plate will be placed on an incline and the wash will be 
conducted with a pipette to insure that the exfoliated areas are 
not wetted. 
 
Spoke with Alison Nordstrom on 20 Oct/05 and she agreed to 
move forward with the ammoniated water treatment.   


